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REPORT. 


Mr. SreAKER:—The undersigned members of the commit- 
tee to whom was referred Council Bill, 57, “an act to provide 
for the issuance of territorial bonds, &c,” ask leave respectfully 
to report that they have had the-same under consideration and 
hereby respectfully submit their views in the premises. 


The bill, in effect, provides for the issuance of bonds to the 
amount of thirty thousand dollars to be prepared at the ex- 
pense of the territorial school fund, bearing interest at the rate 
of ten ver cent per annum, payable to the order of the Right 
Rev, Francis N. Blanchet, Archbishop of Oregon, out of the 
proceeds of the sales of certain school lands, to enable his rev- 
erence and the Sisters of Jesus and Mary of Portland, Oregon, 
and the Sisters of Providence at Vancouver, Washington Ter- 
ritory, to establish énd maintain schools within this territory, 
upon an extensive scale, and in order that his reverence nd 
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his successors in office can legally take and administer the tem- 
poralities thus providedthey are constituted a cor poratiofi sole. 

The provisions of the organic act referred to in the bill are 
as follows: That when the lands in said territory are surveyed 
&e., sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in each township 
in said territory shall be, and the'same are hereby reserved for 
the purpose of being applied to schools in said territory, aud 
in the States and Territories hereatter to be erected out of the 
same. 3 


The question then arises can the measure properly receive- 


- the sanction of this body. The' solution of the question de- 


pends upon two propositions : ; Fi irstiy Hias the legislative assem- 
bly the legal authority té piede thošé lands for the purposes 
contemplated by the act? and Second, Is it politie to do so? 


The lands referred toin the bill are reserved for a special 
purpose, the title thereto remains in. the United States, and 
eannot be conveyed' except by grant; their disposition is sub- ' 
ject to such farther regulations : as Congress may provide, The 
territory, as yet, have no right to them whatever, not even the 
title of a possibility coupled with an interest, and never will 
have until they are cedéd to the fervitory ; théîr prescht status 
ts simply that they will be and are rederved from the opera ation 
of the land: laws to Ge applied for- stool purposes, | Al 


` The manner'in which that, applieation will be made ii 
wholly upon the laws of Congress. They may be sold and 
the proceeds Toned out and the interést alone’ applied: for 
school purposes, or they may ‘be granted to the territorp, but 
with such, conditions “annexed asto fencer the provistons bi 
the act în question, wholly, ifiopdrative. In this view of the 
matter the proposed legislation “would not only be premature 
but wholly void. Waiving , howér er, the objections suggested 
and conceding that said ine are the subject of disposal by’ 
the legislative assembly, or that the proceeds | thereof can be 
pledged for the purposes mentiotied- hr the organic act, the 
question si rembins as ta wlretlref the objects ai by the: 


passage of the bill under- ebnsideration legitimately answer 
those purposts. Those lands are reserved “ for the purpose of 
being applied to #chools” &c.; what schools were intended? 
Cer tainly not those established and maintained by a: purely 
sectarian creed, whose design and object is to prepare the 
mind to embr ace the pesuliar tenets of that creed! Such a 
construction would do. violence to the spirit of our institutions 
—would be in opposition to all précedent—and evidently con- 
trary to, the intention’ of the Congress of the United States. 


Fiver since the formation of our ‘government the establish- 
mert of schools has beew the subjett of: municipal authority. 
In every State and Territory general achool Systems have been 
adopted; the ‘design of which has been to afford to everyone, 
however poor or himble, the opportunities of an education an- 
influenced by religions doginies. Fanatical intermeddlers, itis 
true, have in many instances attempted to to thwart that designy 
ane have greatly inipaited their usefulness; yet the sy$tem'is 
acknowledged as ax important part of the institutions of our 
country, and is comprehended within our general polity,— 
These schools constitute un entire different class from those 
fostered by the church; the one is established by Jaw and sub- 
ject entirely to municipal regulations; the other by religious 
denominations and influenced_by sectarian teachings; the one 


is publie and general; the other private and select; and when ` 


the act of Congress contains the words “the schools, &e.” can 
theré be any doubt as to what schools were intended. Ít cer- 
tainly means those schools established by municipal authority 
as contradistinguished from those select schools-established by 


private endowment and controlled by church rule. If this 


view be cor rréct then thé attempt to apply the proceeds of the 
sales of those lands în the manner proposed by the act in ques- 
tion would be a inisapplication of those funds, an abuse of the 
trust, and a violation of authority. In the light of poliey 
what reason can be urged for the passage of this “pill ; ; it is an 
acknowledgment i in the ontset that our people are not capable 
of maintaining a system of schools common to every state and 
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[6] 
territory in the Union, but that they have to invoke the wis- 
dom and influence-of the Right Rev. Archbishop of Oregon 
to establish schools among them and superintend the instruc- 
tion of their youth. 


. And what would be the result: our stinted resources crip- 
pled; the encouragement and influence of.the mote wealthy 


_ patrons of our schools withdrawn, and their support left to the 


indigent portion of the community, we shall have accomplished 
the establishment of the one system and the destruction of the 
ether; we shall have secured in a few favored localities select 
schools, accessiLle to the rich and fortunate, while the more re- 
mote portions will be deprived of all its benefits; -we may 
adorn, beautify and improve the one locality while we neglect 
and desolate the other. We shall imitate the imprudence of 
that savage who, when supplied with the means to obtain a 
suit of wearing apparel, expended it all in the purchase of a 
shiny lat, which he supported in strange contrast with his 
old blanket and dilapidated breech clout, displaying the 
fashionable gentleman at the one end ana the ragged Indian at. 
oe other. + 


We shall have invaded with rude hand an ancient, time 
honored system of education; a system calculated to ramify 
the whole community; to permeate the entire body politic, 
and to extend to the remotest fragments of society a system 
liberal in design, repnblican in character, and which places 
learning within the reach of all; a system which, in principle, 
favors no sect or creed; inculeates no doctrinal faith ; acknowl- 
edges no head save the civil authority of the government, and 
tends “to the establishment of no religion,” our own peculiar 
American system coeval with the foundation of our govern- 
ment. 


For the reasons here stated, the undersigned, while they 
maintain profound respect for the institution known as the Sis- 
ters of Charity, and believethat it deserves encouragement and 
support, yet they earnestly recammend that this House do ab- 
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solutely desist and refrain from intermeddling with our school 
lands, that the proceeds thereof be allowed to remain, for the 
present at least, unpledged for any purposes whatever. They 
would therefore recommend that the bill do not pass. 
WW. THAYER, 


J. S. TAYLOR, Committee, 
W. F. McMicnen, { 
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